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With the then Secretary of State, Charles Evans Hughes,
who is now Chief Justice of the United States, I had an 'off
the record3 conversation about European politics, in which he
quite openly mentioned the motives of the U.S. policy with
regard to the outstanding problems of the Old World, whilst
I was able to give him various pieces of information regarding
the situation in the Near East.
Then I had an interesting chat with Sir Auckland Geddes,
British Ambassador in Washington, about the all-important
and topical question of the Mesopotamian oil-fields, about
which I published articles in the Scripps-Howard dailies and
in other client papers of the United Press, and in the New
Republic and the International Interpreter.
There was an analogy, and a striking one, too, between
two men whose outward appearance was completely unlike
and whose social and economic views were diametrically
opposed. The Pittsburgh multi-millionaire, Andrew Mellon,
then Secretary of the Treasury and one of the three or four
richest men in the world, and the Labour leader, Samuel
Gompers, President of the American Federation of Labour,
were both examples of the murderous pace at which important
executives in America have to work. I was astonished at the
prematurely aged appearance of these two men, one of whom
had used up his nerve-power before its time in his fight on
behalf of big business, and the other in his fight against it.
From Washington I proceeded to Pittsburgh, Cleveland,
Chicago, Detroit and Buffalo, before returning to New York.
In Chicago I saw the first experiment in floodlighting, a
delightful idea for which Europe has to thank American
ingenuity. The equestrian statue of General Sherman was
illuminated from its pedestal, which gave a most pleasing
effect and was a complete novelty at the time.
At Niagara Falls I had my first glimpse of a group of Red
Indians, and was struck by the resemblance both in face and
figure which they bear to the so-called gorals> the peasants on
the Polish side of the Carpathian Mountains, near the popular